Sensor Cleaning

Don’t Be Afraid to clean the sensor. 

Tools

1. Rocket Blower

2. Dewitt’s Brush

3. Q tips

4. Chamber Clean

5. Goose neck flash light

6. Visible Dust Lens Cleaner

7. Microfiber Cloth

8. Sensor Viewer

9. Sensor Swabs to fit your sensor

Steps

1. Check for dust; don’t wait until you see it in your image, that’s too late. You don’t want spend lots of time cleaning dust spots off your image. 

If you don't know if your sensor is clean and want to check, here is how to do it. Put a lens on your camera, set focus to infinity, set exposure compensation to +1, set the aperture to its smallest value (largest number), at least f22, and f32 if you have it. Now hold the camera in front a uniformly illuminated target and take a shot. Look at the image. Do you see dark spots? If so you have dust. At wider apertures the dust specs will be much less visible. At f11 they may be very faint and at f8 or wider apertures they may be undetectable. To really see the dust on your sensor bring the image you just shot into Photoshop, open it and invert it. The background will now be dark and the dust spots will stand out as white spots on the image. The dust you see isn’t actually on the sensor it is on the surface of a filter in front of the sensor. That is why the dust is not visible at wide apertures. 
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The sensor construction on the Canon 

2. Clean entire camera with the Dewitt’s brush to get dust and dirt off the camera so it doesn’t get inside your camera while you are trying to clean.

3. Clean LCD Panels with a microfiber cleaning cloth, dampening with lens cleaner if needed.

4. Clean the lens, front and real with Microfiber Cloth

5. Clean the mount with a Q tip

6. Clean the electrical connections with a Q tip

7. Inspect and blow out mirror box

8. Use Goose neck Flash Light to inspect bottom of mirror box

9. Roll Q tip to clean out

10. Use Sensor Loop to inspect  Mirror Box 

11. Now it’s time to inspect the sensor

12. Make sure your batteries are fully charged

13. Activate sensor cleaner in camera, if available

14. Re-inspect sensor

15. Use Rocket Blower

16. Re-inspect sensor

17. Use Dry Cleaning with Artic Butterfly

18. Re-inspect sensor

19. Still have dust use wet cleaning method.

